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A b s t r a c t s

The repertoire of inscribed artefacts from the 
17th Dynasty has increased due to finds made by 
the Spanish mission at Dra Abu el-Naga in some 
plundered funerary structures located to the south-
west of the open courtyard of the tomb chapel of 
Djehuty (TT 11). Two burial chambers were con-
nected by a robbers’ passage where a set of mum-
miform shabtis and model sarcophagi moulded from 
silt, together with a coffin fragment decorated with 
funerary texts were found. These are quite rare and 
reflect the cultural transition that took place during 
the Second Intermediate Period in Thebes.

السابعة  األرسة  إيل  تاريخها  يعود  التي  املنقوشة  األثرية  القطع  عدد  ازداد 
منطقة  يف  اإلسبانية  البعثة  بها  قامت  التي  اإلكتشافات  بعد  وذلك  عرشة 
"ذراع أبو النجا" وتحديدا يف بعض الهياكل الجنائزية املنهوبة والواقعة إىل 
بدجهويت  الخاصة  املقربة  مصىل  من  املفتوحة  الساحة  من  الغريب  الجنوب 
الدفن من خالل  الوصل بني حجرتني  TT11(. و قد تم  )مقربة طيبة رقم 
أحد ممرات اللصوص، حيث تم العثور عىل مجموعة من متاثيل األوشابتي، 
مزين  نعش  من  جزء  ومعها  الخشن،  الطني  من  مصنوعة  توابيت  ومناذج 
وتعكس  للغاية  نادرة  األثرية  اإلكتشافات  هذه  وتعترب  جنائزية.  بنصوص 

التحول الحضاري الذي حدث يف فرتة عرص اإلنتقال الثاين يف طيبة.

Ke y w o r d s

17th Dynasty – silt shabti – Ahhotep – CT 335 – BD 17

The northern area of Dra Abu el-Naga, directly 
across the Nile from Karnak temple, was chosen as 
a burial ground by several 17th Dynasty kings1. The 

* This article is part of the research project HAR2017-88671-R 
within the “Spanish National Program for Scientific Research, 
Technology and Innovation”. We are grateful to Robert De-

base of the mudbrick pyramid of King Nubkheperra 
Intef was rediscovered there by the German Arch-
aeo logical Institute in 20012. On the other hand, the 
list of royal monuments in Papyrus Abbott III sug-
gests that the pyramid tombs of his brother King 
Sekhemra-Wepmaat Intef-Aa and of his father King 
Sobekemsaf were located a short distance to the 
south3. A third name related to Sobekemsaf is the 
king’s son Intefmose, via a large limestone shabti, of 
unknown origin4, that bears a statement mentioning 
a royal favour granted to the king’s son Intefmose 
by King Sobekemsaf. New evidence unearthed by 
the Spanish archaeological mission working at Dra 
Abu el-Naga indicates that the king’s son Intefmose 
was buried 110 m south-west of the pyramid of 
Nubkheperra Intef, and thus probably between the 
pyramids of Sekhemra-Wepmaat Intef-Aa and of 
Sobekemsaf5. It is in this area, referred to as “Sector 
10”, that other 17th Dynasty burials of elite members 
of the Theban court have been brought to light6. 
Des pite the fact that they had been looted, they still 
preserved significant material culture as well as writ-
ten texts that may contribute to our knowledge of 
this transitional period in Thebes.

marée for his comments on the hieratic text, and to Gareth 
Roberts for revising the English.

1 The area already contained rock cut tombs and modest burials 
of the 11th/12th and 13th Dynasties; see Galán 2015a; Galán 
2015b. See also Polz et al. 1999, pp. 370–402, pls. 60–61; 
Polz 2007a.

2 Polz/Seiler 2003; Polz 2007b, pp. 115–138; Polz 2010, 
pp. 345–350.

3 Birch 1860, pl. 3; Peet 1930, pl. 2; Winlock 1924a.
4 It was in the collection of Percy Edward Newberry and is 

now kept at the British Museum, London, EA 13329; Borrego 
Gallardo 2017, pp. 54–55.

5 Borrego Gallardo 2017, pp. 55–58.
6 Galán 2017; Galán/Jiménez-Higueras 2015; Galán/Ba-

rahona in print; Díaz-Iglesias Llanos 2019.

17th Dynasty inscribed materials from a robbers’ 
passage connecting two funerary shafts in Dra Abu 
el-Naga*

By Lucía Díaz-Iglesias Llanos and José M. Galán
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1 .  S h a b t i  s e t  o f  t h e  m o u t h p i e c e 
o f  N e k h e n  A h h o t e p

In 2012, the Spanish mission working at Dra Abu 
el-Naga North (abbreviated SMDAN) unearthed a 
mudbrick offering chapel (UE 107), 12 m south-west 
of the open courtyard of the tomb chapel of Dje-
huty (TT 11; see fig. 1, Square 9-Y and fig. 2). The 
layout of the chapel was rectangular, 1.70 × 2.52 m, 

and 1.70 m in height, and the lower half of its outer 
face was coated with white plaster. It had a step at 
the entrance that was 0.60 m wider than the rest 
of the structure, and descended 0.25 m towards 
a funerary shaft that was aligned with it, 1.30 m 
to the east7. The mouth of the shaft (UE 110) was 
2.45 × 1.05 m, which would allow a coffin to descend 

7 For similar private mudbrick chapels, see Polz 2007b, pp. 231–
245.

Fig. 1 Plan of the area south-west of the courtyard of the tomb chapel of Djehuty (TT 11) at Dra Abu el-Naga North, under 
excavation by the Spanish mission (Drawing C. Cabrera, © Proyecto Djehuty)
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horizontally, and 6.56 m deep. 1 m above the bot-
tom of the shaft was the lower part of a limestone 
pillar (see fig. 2, no. A), inscribed on two of its four 
sides, and which had fallen from the outside. It was 
first dedicated to a certain Neferhotep, who seems 
to have been the one depicted walking with a staff 
at the bottom of the column where his name was 
carved, though this was later partially covered with 
plaster. It was then reassigned to the king’s son In-
tefmose, whose name was carved on the opposite 
side of the pillar. The burial chamber of shaft UE 
110 (2.90 × 1.75 m, and 1.20 m in height) opened to 
the west and ended directly below offering chapel 
UE 107. The chamber’s rock floor had a recess 
(2.45 × 0.95 m, and 0.75 m in depth) that was carved 

to fit in a coffin, but nothing of it was found within, 
making it clear that the tomb’s funerary equipment 
had been robbed, the tomb cleared, and later filled 
with debris.

Behind the offering chapel, and aligned with it 
and with the shaft in front, was a second funerary 
shaft (UE 113). It measured 2.40 × 0.80 m, and was 
5.30 m deep. Counter to what might be expected, 
the burial chamber opened to the east, with the aim 
of ending below offering chapel UE 107, with which 
this second shaft also seems to have been related. 
The shaft appears to have intentionally been cut 
1 m shallower than shaft UE 110, so that the two 
burial chambers would not collide below the offering 
chapel that they shared.

Fig. 2 Layout and section of funerary shafts related to a mudbrick offering chapel of the Second Intermediate Period.  
Letters A and B: fragments of inscribed objects bearing the name of the king’s son Intefmose. Numbers 1–3: mummiform  

silt shabtis and model sarcophagi of the mouthpiece of Nekhen Ahhotep (Drawing C. Cabrera, © Proyecto Djehuty)
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The first 3.5 m of the second shaft contained a 
large amount of fragmented pottery, most of it dat-
ing to the 17th and early 18th Dynasties. The amount 
of pottery decreased significantly in the last 2 m, 
but numerous inscribed limestone fragments came 
to light, as well as a small sandstone fragment bear-
ing the cartouche of King Sobekemsaf. Pieces of the 

same inscribed limestone pillar that was lying near 
the bottom of shaft UE 110 were found 1 m above 
the bottom of shaft UE 113 (fig. 2, no. B), suggesting 
that both shafts were probably reopened and robbed 
at the same time, and that both were left free of deb-
ris before later being refilled with part of an archi-
tectural structure erected near mudbrick chapel UE 

Fig. 3 Burial chamber of funerary shaft UE 110, in which a model sarcophagus  
and a shabti of Ahhotep were found next to a sandal (Photo J. M. Galán,  

© Proyecto Djehuty)

Fig. 4 Sandal (SMDAN 800) found in the burial chamber of funerary shaft  
UE 110 (Photo J. Latova, © Proyecto Djehuty)
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107, with which it was probably related. Part of an 
inscribed limestone basin and of a canopic box, both 
bearing the name of the king’s son Intefmose, were 
also found at the bottom of shaft UE 113.

The burial chamber of UE 113 was irregularly 
cut, measuring 2.80 × 1.00 m, and 0.80 m in height. 
A team of robbers opened a hole in the northern 
wall to connect it with one of the burial chambers 
of a third shaft nearby (UE 114), and at the rear end 
they opened a sloping passage (UE 113B) to connect 
the burial chambers of UE 113 and UE 110, which 
as noted was 1 m deeper. Not only did the robbers 
use this passage for access, but part of the funerary 
equipment deposited in the burial chamber of UE 
113 rolled into it, so that it ended up mixed with the 
0.75 m high fill in the burial chamber of UE 110. The 
objects that fell down from the burial chamber of 
UE 113 were found on a layer consisting mostly of 
small-sized limestone chips, which was underneath 
a 0.30 m deep upper layer of debris formed by loose 
earth, gravel, medium-sized stones, and broken 
mudbricks that came in when shaft UE 110 was re-
filled after being looted (fig. 3).

On top of the layer of limestone chips there was 
a sandal, measuring 22 × 9 cm and with its toe angled 
slightly upwards, made from palm fibres and with its 
edges stitched with halfa grass (SMDAN 800; fig. 4). 
Next to it there was a rectangular model sarcopha-
gus with a painted mummiform shabti lying inside 
of it (SMDAN 801; see fig. 2, no. 3; fig. 3), both of 
which were made from sun-baked silt. The shabti 
(fig. 5) measured 11 × 4 × 4 cm. It was first painted 
white, emulating a linen shroud, and its wig was 
then coloured blue, framing a yellow face outlined 
in black and with its eyes standing out due to their 
white background. It bore a vertical inscription on 
the front, written in black ink on a yellow background 
outlined in black. The signs were not carefully traced, 

and the inscription simply identifies the owner, “The 
Osiris Ahhotep”.

The sarcophagus (fig. 6) was roughly made, with 
thick walls of dense, dark silt, and rounded corners. 
It measured 17 × 9.7 cm, and was 9 cm in height (the 
interior being 13.6 × 6.3 × 7.0 cm). There were traces 
of whitewash inside. A band of text was written with 
a dark paste (similar to Egyptian blue) along the four 
sides, inside a frame some 4 cm in height. The inscrip-
tion is an offering formula emphasising the owner’s 
primary title and name. Sides A and B were written 
from right to left and seem to be part of a single 
phrase; side C conveys a second statement written 
from left to right, of which only its end is preserved; 
and side D is decorated with a symmetrical inscrip-
tion that repeats the owner’s name on both sides, 
with his title used as the axis. It should be noted that 
the writing of the compound title “mouthpiece of 
Nekhen”8 shows a graphic transposition probably 
for honorific purposes, which is also attested on the 
linen bandages that will be discussed below (but not 
on the second model sarcophagus).

(A) [A boon that] the king grants [… (B) for the ka] of 
the dignitary and mouthpiece of Nekhen, Ahhotep, 
justified. (C) […] mouthpiece of Nekhen, Ahhotep. (D) 

Mouthpiece of Nekhen, Ahhotep.

8 Franke 1984; see below fn. 22–28.

Fig. 5 Mummiform shabti of Ahhotep (SMDAN 801; Photo J. Latova, © Proyecto Djehuty)

208563_OHV_MDAIK-75_Lauf3.indb   99 13.10.20   09:06



MDAIK 75 – 2019

Lucía Díaz-Iglesias Llanos and José M. Galán100100

The sarcophagus lid was found nearby, made of the 
same silt, roughly moulded (17 × 8 cm), with traces 
of whitewash, and higher at either end (5.5 cm) than 
in the centre (5 cm). It probably had a text running 
along the centre of its outer face, but this has com-
pletely faded.

A second sarcophagus lid, again made of the 
same type of silt, was found at the far end of the 
chamber, in the same stratigraphic layer as the first 
(fig. 2, no. 1b), and near the remains of two dismem-

bered individuals probably of the Third Intermediate 
Period9. It measured 27 × 11.7 cm, and like the first 
it was higher at the ends (6 cm) than in the centre 
(2.5 cm). Traces of whitewash were preserved, as was 
an inscription in the centre of its outer face, within a 
4.5 cm wide frame. Next to this lid were three frag-
ments of a blue faience ball, with alternating light 
and dark segments (5 cm in diameter). These were 
common gaming pieces and are often found in pri-
vate funerary assemblages of the Second Interme-
diate Period.

The robbers’ hole (which measured 0.70 × 1.00 m) 
in the rear wall of burial chamber UE 110 was blocked 
by a large stone, mudbricks10, and a considerable 
amount of crumpled linen (see figs. 3, 7). Inside the 
sloping passage descending from UE 113 to UE 110 
we found a clapper, measuring 10 × 3.2 cm and 0.7 cm 
thick, which had been carved from a hard and dark 
wood (acacia?) in the form of a left hand with a head 
of Hathor on the front of the wrist and a flat back 
(SMDAN 804; fig. 8). With it we found a fragment of 
a coffin with one of its faces covered by a thin layer of 
cream-coloured plaster, on which horizontal lines of 
hieratic signs had been written. Five more fragments 
of the same piece were found higher up passage UE 
113B and inside the burial chamber of UE 113, which 
proved to be reconstructable. Once joined together 
(figs. 18–19) they were given the inventory number 
SMDAN 805. This piece will be discussed in depth 
below because of its relevance to the study of the 
transmission of funerary texts and the transition 
from Coffin Texts to the Book of the Dead (otherwise 
known to the Egyptians as Book of Going Forth by 
Day) during the Second Intermediate Period.

In the area where the inscribed coffin fragments 
were found we discovered two more mummiform 
shabtis, from the same set as that found in the lower 
burial chamber of UE 110. This confirmed that the 
latter originated in UE 113, from where the others 
had rolled down. Moreover, it indicated that the 
shabti set and coffin fragments had undergone the 
same processes when the two shafts were robbed, 
leaving open the possibility that they were some-
how related11. This also seems to apply to fourteen 

9 The present article focuses on the 17th Dynasty inscribed ma-
terials found in the robbers’ passage and associated objects. 
Therefore, materials found in other parts of the shafts or dating 
to later periods have been left aside and will be studied else-
where.

10 Mudbricks of three different measurements were found in the 
burial chamber of shaft UE 110: five of 30/32 × 16 × 9 cm, five of 
44 × 21 × 12 cm, and four of 36/38 × 17/20 × 9/12 cm.

11 Reflections on how to interpret the evidence from a robbed fu-
nerary shaft may be found in Galán/Barahona in print. See 
also Polz 1987.

Fig. 6 Drawing of the model sarcophagus of Ahhotep 
(SMDAN 80; Drawing P. Rodríguez, © Proyecto Djehuty)
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bags for natron, their openings still tied with a string 
(fig. 9), which were found either in the burial cham-
ber of UE 113 (three of them), in the sloping passage 
(four), or in the burial chamber of UE 110 (seven)12.

12 Linen bags containing natron are difficult to date because they 
are attested from the Middle Kingdom until the Third Interme-
diate Period, and their appearance did not change much with 
time. In the 17th and early 18th Dynasties, similar linen bags or 
pouches were shown being held by children in funerary banquet 
scenes, for example on a small stela found in Karnak and now 
in the Egyptian Museum Cairo, JE 33238; see Abdalaal 2008, 
pp. 50–52, pl. 3, fig. 3. See also Galán/Menéndez 2011, p. 

A rectangular silt sarcophagus (SMDAN 802), be-
longing to the larger lid found at the rear of the 
burial chamber of UE 110, was found lying on its 
side on the rock floor at the rear of the UE 113 burial 
chamber (fig. 2, no. 1a; figs. 10–12). It measured 
29 × 15 cm, and was 10 cm in height (the interior 
being 23.3 × 9.7 × 7.0 cm). A band of text, written in 
a dark paste, inside a frame 4–5 cm in height, was 
included along its four sides. The longer sides con-
veyed an offering formula, and the shorter ones the 
name and main title of its owner. The better-pre-
served long side omitted the word Htp in the opening 

152, fn. 40, p. 153, fig. 4. A similar composition to that in TT 
12 may be found in the unpublished tomb TT 53 (Amenemhat), 
dated to the reign of Thutmose III; PM I.1, p. 102 (53 (2) II).

Fig. 7 View of the burial chamber of UE 110, once cleared  
(Photo J. M. Galán, © Proyecto Djehuty)

Fig. 8 Wooden clapper depicting the head of Hathor 
(SMDAN 804), found in sloping passage UE 113B  

(Photo J. Latova, © Proyecto Djehuty)

Fig. 9 One of the linen natron bags found in  
UE 113B and in the burial chamber of UE 113  

(Photo J. M. Galán, © Proyecto Djehuty)
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formula Htp-di-nswt, and the sign Q2 ( ), used as 
logogram for Osiris, was reversed13, a palaeographic 
feature attested also on the two shabtis described 
below. The size of the signs gradually decreases as 
the scribe realised that he was running out of space, 
but he could not avoid writing at the end of the line 

13 Ilin-Tomich 2011, pp. 21–22.

a part of the owner’s name outside the frame14. Only 
the first two signs of the offering formula, di-nswt, 
are preserved on the other long side, and the shorter 
side only contains the moon sign of Ahhotep’s name.

14 The inscription on the side of the sarcophagus is very similar in 
style and content to that dedicated “for the ka of the dignitary, 
Dedi”, copied in Northampton/Spiegelberg/Newberry 
1908, p. 30, pl. XVIII.1; Whelan 2007, p. 42, pl. 7.

Fig. 10 Sloping passage UE 113B, which connects the burial chamber of  
funerary shaft UE 110 with that of shaft UE 113, showing the find spot of the  
model sarcophagus and shabti of Ahhotep (SMDAN 802; Photo J. M. Galán,  

© Proyecto Djehuty)

Fig. 11 Side view of the model sarcophagus of Ahhotep (SMDAN 802; Photo J. Latova, © Proyecto Djehuty)
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(A) <A boon that> the king grants and also Osiris. May 
he grant an offering of food and every good and pure 
thing for the ka of the mouthpiece of Nekhen, Ahho-
tep. (B) The mouthpiece of Nekhen, Ahhotep.

Inside the sarcophagus was a silt shabti (fig. 13), 
measuring 11 × 5 × 4 cm. It was roughly moulded and 
painted white, except for a yellow face and an irregu-
lar vertical yellow band in the middle of the lower 
half of its front side, without black framing lines. The 
face had large, white, bulging eyes outlined in black, 
and a horizontal black line separating the face from 
the wig. A vertical identification label was written in 
black over the yellow band: “The Osiris Ahhotep”.

A third silt shabti (SMDAN 803) was found lying 
on the floor of the sloping robbers’ passage UE 113B, 
touching one of its side walls (fig. 2, no. 2; fig. 14). This 
figurine was not lying inside a sarcophagus, but was 
wrapped in nine sheets of linen or bandages, which 

were made of the same type of fabric but had been 
prepared and finished individually (with selvedge). 
Their sizes ranged between 7 and 14 cm in height, 
and between 8 and 16 cm in width, with fringes on 
one of their shorter sides. Next to the fringe they all 
had a hieroglyphic inscription written in black, either 
vertical or horizontal. The ink was very much faded, 
but under ultraviolet light the signs from seven of the 
bandages could be read. The most elaborate label 
states “The dignitary and mouthpiece of Nekhen, 
Ahhotep, justified”  (fig. 15). Three bore 
only the title “mouthpiece of Nekhen” before the 
name (without “dignitary”), and two mentioned 
only the name ending in a seated man determinative 
(without any title).

The wrapped shabti (11.4 × 4 × 3.5 cm) was again 
roughly moulded and painted white to represent a 
shroud, except for the face, which was yellow and 
framed by a thick black line (fig. 16). The eyes were 
large and bulging, outlined in black, and with a white 
background. The top of its head was a squared net 
traced in black. On the lower front of its body were 
three columns of inscription traced in large black 
hiero glyphs, in this case without a yellow back-
ground but written directly on the white shroud. The 
central column opens the inscription, “The Osiris, 
mouthpiece of Nekhen”, which was shared by the two 
columns flanking it, each one mentioning the name 
“Ahhotep” (without determinative) written symmet-
rically (see fig. 6, side D of the first sarcophagus de-
scribed above).

The custom of including model sarcophagi and 
mummiform figurines as a part of ritual practice 
at the entrance of a tomb, or as part of its funerary 

Fig. 12 Drawing of the model sarcophagus of Ahhotep 
(SMDAN 802; Drawing P. Rodríguez, © Proyecto Djehuty)

Fig. 13 Mummiform shabti of Ahhotep  
(SMDAN 802; Photo J. Latova, © Proyecto Djehuty)
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equipment, dates back to at least the early 12th Dyn-
asty in Thebes. The Metropolitan Museum of Art ex-
pedition to Deir el-Bahari, for example, found nine 
wooden model coffins and wax mummies of Princess 
Neferu lying on the floor of the central corridor of her 
tomb (MMA Tomb 31)15. Coffins and mummies were 

15 MMA Negative numbers: M5C 186–188, 246–252, 261; Win-
lock 1924b, p. 12, fig. 9; Winlock 1942, pl. 14.

usually carved from wood16, and only occasionally 
were silt sarcophagi provided17. It was not common 
to mould the complete set from silt18, so this collec-

16 Petrie 1935, pls. XXV–XXVI; Schneider 1977, pp. 62–67.
17 Whelan 2007, pp. 20–47. Note his remarks: “… stick shabti de-

posits were confined to above ground contexts” (p. 20); “The 
apparent absence of stick shabtis from burial chambers cannot 
be satisfactorily dismissed …” (pp. 20–21).

18 See the collection of wooden model coffins and mummies, with 
only one silt model sarcophagus, found inside a mudbrick offer-

Fig. 14 Mummiform shabti of Ahhotep (SMDAN 803), as found in sloping passage 
UE 113B (Photo J. M. Galán, © Proyecto Djehuty)

Fig. 15 One of the nine inscribed linen bandages of Ahhotep (SMDAN 803), photographed 
under regular and ultraviolet light (Photo J. Latova, © Proyecto Djehuty)
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tion of three mummiform figurines, with two model 
sarcophagi and a set of nine bandages, constitutes a 
remarkable find (fig. 17)19. The rough manufacture 
and naive style of the figurines did not prevent the 
craftsman/artist from writing on every element of 
the shabti set. Indeed, it may be inferred from shape 
and palaeography that more than one hand was in-
volved in the manufacture of these shabtis and in 
writing their labels.

The personal name Ahhotep always has the 
moon-sign written facing up, a feature that may be 
used as a possible dating criterion20.

SMDAN 801 SMDAN 802 SMDAN 803

ing chapel situated 17 m to the east of the open courtyard of TT 
11, in: Galán 2017. See also Northampton/Spiegelberg/
Newberry 1908, pp. 30–32; Carnarvon/Carter 1912, 
pp. 19–20, pls. 11–12; Newberry 1957, pls. I–II, X, nos. 47914, 
47921, 47923–47924, 47933–47934. Some of the stick shabtis, 
model coffins, and sarcophagi from the courtyard of the tomb 
of Tetiki (TT 15) are on display at the Metropolitan Museum 
of Art, New York, 12.181.232, 234, 236, 238–248; see Hayes 
1959, pp. 33–34, fig. 15.

19 This set of shabtis and sarcophagi were moved to the Luxor Mu-
seum and installed in a showcase in January 2016, on display 
next to the stick shabtis of Ahmose, the linen of Ahmose-Sa-
pair, and the rishi coffin of Neb, which was also found by the 
Spanish mission working at Dra Abu el-Naga; see Galán 2017; 
Galán/Jiménez-Higueras 2015.

20 Vandersleyen 1971, pp. 205–228; Polz 2007b, pp. 14–20; 
Galán 2017, p. 196, fn. 81.

The name was feminine during the Middle Kingdom 
and only started being used by men in the 17th Dyn-
asty21. In this case the gender of the named individ-
ual can be determined from the titles that precede it, 
notably “dignitary and mouthpiece of Nekhen”, and 
by the male determinative written on at least four of 
the linen bandages that wrapped the third shabti de-
scribed above. This could well be one of the first, or 
even the first, attested man with the name Ahhotep.

The title “dignitary”, which was not considered a 
priority and was only written when there was enough 
space for it, does not seem to refer to any adminis-
trative function, but would appear to have acted as 
a honorific epithet, probably to pay respect to and 
exalt the status of a deceased relative22. Ahhotep’s 
main title, “mouthpiece of Nekhen”23, does not seem 
to refer to a specific administrative function either, 
but rather seems to be a status marker, perhaps re-
lated to Maat24. Very close to our excavation area, 
Wilhelm Spiegelberg and Percy Edward New-
berry found the bases of two wooden statuettes that 
had been dedicated to “The dignitary and mouth-
piece of Nekhen, Djehuty”25, who may have been the 
same high-ranked individual called “mouthpiece of 
Nekhen, Djehuty”, depicted on a 17th Dynasty pyr-
amidion found by Édouard Naville at Deir el-Ba-
hari26, and who was involved in the funerary cult of 
King Montuhotep Nebhepetra27. Moreover, two sons 
of King Sobekhotep VII, Bebi and Sobekhotep, bear 
the titles “king’s son” and “mouthpiece of Nekhen” 
on two group statues from Karnak28. Whatever the 
title might have implied, it seems that it was not held 
by second-class officials, but by highly positioned in-
dividuals within the Theban court.

21 PN I, p. 13, 8. For a 17th Dynasty example of a man called Ahho-
tep, written with the moon sign facing up, see PM VIII.1, p. 477 
(801-531-800).

22 Franke 1984; Quirke 2009. See also Galán 2014; Serrano 
Delgado 2019.

23 Franke 1984; Franke 2013, pp. 56–57; Grajetzki 2013, 
pp. 236–237; Shirley 2013, p. 561.

24 The viziers Intefiqer and Montuhotep referred to themselves as 
“… mouthpiece of Neken, priest of Maat …”; see Allen 2003, 
pp. 23–25 (nos. 8, 11). In the 18th Dynasty, Senenmut used this 
pair of titles on a statue placed in the temple of Mut; see Bryan 
2006, p. 94, who translates the title as “the one relating to 
Nekhen”.

25 Egyptian Museum Cairo, JE 33510–33511; Northampton/
Spiegelberg/Newberry 1908, p. 17, pl. XVI.8–9; Serrano 
Delgado 2004.

26 Naville/Hall 1913, pp. 5, 22, pls. VII.1, XIb.
27 Note the evidence for a cult of Montuhotep Nebhepetra at Dra 

Abu el-Naga, mentioned in Galán/Jiménez-Higueras 2015, 
pp. 107–108; Franke 2003. See also El-Enany 2003.

28 Egyptian Museum Cairo, JE 43599; Musée du Louvre, A 121; 
Ryholt 1997, pp. 235–236; Miniaci 2010a, p. 111.

Fig. 16 Mummiform shabti of Ahhotep, stripped of  
the nine linen bandages in which it was wrapped  

(Photo J. Latova, © Proyecto Djehuty)
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It is not immediately clear how objects dedi-
cated to the “mouthpiece of Nekhen” Ahhotep, 
and to the king’s son Intefmose, ended up in two 
funerary shafts associated with the same mudbrick 
offering chapel (UE 107). Nor is it clear what the 
blood and/or administrative relationship between 
these two was, beyond their probable contempor-
aneity and the location of their burials. It may be in-
ferred that they had ties with Sobekemsaf’s/Intef’s 
royal family of the 17th Dynasty. This is consistent 
with what is preserved of their funerary equipment, 
which reflects the range of material culture charac-
teristic of an elite member of the Theban court at 
that time. The anthropoid coffin fragment with a 
hieratic funerary text written on its interior would 
have belonged to an elite member as well, be that 
Ahhotep, Intefmose, or a third, unidentified individ-
ual from their time. If the shabti-set of Ahhotep is 
remarkable in a number of ways, as shown above, 
the funerary text also stands out as uncommon and, 
as will be shown below, sheds light on the cultural 
transition that was undergoing during the 17th Dyn-
asty in Thebes.

2 .  A  c o f f i n  f r a g m e n t  a t 
t h e  t h r e s h o l d  b e t w e e n  t h e 
t r a d i t i o n s  o f  t h e  C o f f i n  Te x t s 
a n d  t h e  B o o k  o f  t h e  D e a d

The coffin fragment SMDAN 805 sheds new light on 
the early history of the Book of the Dead (BD). This 
early phase, which developed during the Second In-
termediate Period, was marked by a combination of 
tradition and innovation. On the one hand, coffins 
continued to be used as writing media, following a 
trend in which Coffin Texts were mainly inscribed 
on these artefacts during the First Intermediate  
 Period and Middle Kingdom. On the other,  Coffin Text 
spells underwent a deep revision coupled with the 
addition of new elements, which over time evolved 
into a new mortuary tradition29. Yet some Coffin 
Text spells endured into sources of the Second In-
termediate Period and early New Kingdom, perhaps 
in a deliberate, archaising attempt to hark back to 
Middle Kingdom traditions. As will be pointed out 
below, it is against this backdrop of new customs for 
facing the challenges of life and after death and of 
lingering inherited funerary spells that SMDAN 805 
should be set.

29 Louise Gestermann (Gestermann 2012, pp. 68–69) and 
Peter Dorman (Dorman 2017, p. 34) highlight the difference 
between the use of isolated BD spells on coffins of Middle King-
dom date, and the identification of textual sequences on Sec-
ond Intermediate Period artefacts that attest to the beginning 
of a new tradition in funerary literature.

Fig. 17 Set of the mummiform silt shabtis and model sarcophagi of Ahhotep, “mouthpiece of Nekhen” 
(Photo J. Latova, © Proyecto Djehuty)
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By the late Middle Kingdom, cemeteries that 
held a strong royal presence, such as those of 
 Thebes, Abydos, and the Fayum-Memphite regions, 
were the only centres that maintained an import-
ant funerary industry. The production of decorated 
coffins still flourished in these centres, albeit that 
the decoration was transferred from the interior to 
the exterior surfaces of these artefacts30. Towards 

30 Grajetzki 2010; Grajetzki 2016a, pp. 37–42. For the most 
recent Abydene royal findings, see Wegner/Cahail 2015.

the late 13th or early 17th Dynasties in the Theban 
area, texts filled again the inner surfaces of both 
rectangular and anthropoid coffins31. A new trend, 
however, can be seen in the way that the contents 
were formatted, since lines of hieratic replaced the 
columns of cursive hieroglyphs. A limited number of 

31 By the end of the Second Intermediate Period, Thebes was the 
main centre where a small funerary industry that produced 
coffins, canopic boxes, and stick shabtis remained (Grajetzki 
2014, p. 163; Miniaci 2010b).

Fig. 18 Outer face of six reassembled fragments of an anthropoid polychrome coffin  
(SMDAN 805), found in sloping passage UE 113B (Photo J. Latova, © Proyecto Djehuty)

Fig. 19 Inner face of six reassembled coffin fragments (SMDAN 805), which preserve part of 
funerary text CT 335/BD 17 (Photo J. Latova, © Proyecto Djehuty)
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sources that belonged to members of the royal fam-
ily have come down to us from this place and time 
(see below for details on T4L, T5L, and Staatliches 
Museum Ägyptischer Kunst, Munich, ÄS 7163). This 
may be due to the loss of archaeological materials or 
the sometimes accidental nature of discoveries, but 
might also be a symptom of the relatively limited 
scope of the practice or the experimental character 
of the early Theban Book of the Dead recension. 
Thus, coffins, shrouds, tomb walls, leather rolls, and 
papyri all bear witness to the first steps in this new 
corpus of funerary material, perhaps as part of an at-
tempt to find the most suitable writing media. The 
use of the first mentioned surfaces did not endure 
long, being superseded by more apt, and less expen-
sive materials for writing.

The coffin fragment comprises six reconstruct-
able pieces of wood, found inside a robber’s passage 
(UE 113B) connecting two burial chambers and in 
one of these chambers. The fragment is decorated 
and painted in colour on the exterior, and inscribed 
with a funerary text on the interior (figs. 18–19). 
The board is preserved to 9.5 cm height, a maximum 
width of 13.3 cm, and 1 cm thick. The original height 
of the piece cannot be estimated, but a comparison 
with parallel versions of the same funerary formula 
can be used to reconstruct its width. To judge from 
what remains of the text, one quarter of the content 
is missing, so that the board would have been at least 
18 cm wide.

The medium is fibrous, porous, and light, and 
recalls locally available woods such as sycamore or 
acacia. The exterior surface of SMDAN 805 (fig. 18) 
is in a poor state of preservation. Its surface is gen-
tly curved and its decoration, executed on top of a 
thin layer of stucco32, has become detached and lost 
in many areas. Only a yellow strip (1 cm wide) and a 
dark blue section, crossed by patterns of horizontal 
and vertical black lines running in different direc-
tions, are preserved. On visual inspection, the yellow 
seems to derive from iron oxide and the blue shows 
the coarse particles typical of Egyptian blue (copper 
calcium silicate) that has not undergone a high de-
gree of grinding. Similar hues are attested in the dec-
oration of rishi coffins33, but the piece is too small to 
be assigned to this typology with certainty. The frag-
ment belongs to an anthropoid and polychrome cof-
fin and could correspond to the upper part of a cof-
fin lid, probably the area that would have depicted 
an wesekh collar or the lappets of the nemes head-

32 This preparation layer is usually made from calcite and/or chalk 
mixed with a binder: Dawson/Strudwick 2016, p. 92.

33 Miniaci 2011a, p. 26.

cloth34. The earliest anthropoid coffins are dated to 
the 12th Dynasty but they became more widespread 
during the Second Intermediate Period, when they 
were placed without a rectangular outer coffin inside 
a burial and decorated with a pattern of feathers35. 
As technical examination of these artefacts has pro-
gressed, the accumulated data allow the conclusion 
that anthropoid coffins were “mostly made from na-
tive timber, and that a great variety of woods might 
be found in any one coffin set”36.

The inner part of SMDAN 805 (fig. 19) bears a 
preparation layer of cream and light brown stucco, 
upon which is a hieratic text written in horizontal 
lines of alternating red and black ink. In contrast to 
the exterior, the preliminary layer on this side is well 
preserved and, other than a small inner lacuna and 
some lightly blurred sections, the text is legible. Al-
though the preserved passage is rather short, and 
without wishing to jump to conclusions, the impres-
sion that one gains from the mise en page is that of 
a balanced and well-ordered execution. The base 
lines of writing are basically straight, albeit that 
the first signs of line x+3 curve slightly downwards. 
The space between lines is regular, and is only inter-
rupted by the tails of horned viper signs (Gardiner 
I9, ), which normally drop steeply to reach the 
line below. The signs were traced by a confident 
hand, whose palaeographic traits will be dealt with 
below.

Seven lines of text are preserved, enough to 
allow it to be identified with the widespread spell 
CT 335/BD 17. The later BD 17 derives from CT 335, 
which enjoyed the widest diffusion among this cor-
pus of spells in the Middle Kingdom. Towards the 
early 13th 37 or the beginning of the 17th Dynasty38 
this text underwent its first thorough revision, 
from which resulted the addition of new content 
and glosses, the ‘standardisation’ of Middle King-
dom traditions of limited geographical scope, and, 
later, the introduction of vignettes. A look at the 
parallels39 indicates that the part preserved on 

34 Two close parallels in terms of content and palaeography also 
suggest that SMDAN 805 was part of the upper lid of a coffin: 
the coffins of Montuhotep (T4L) and Herunefer (T5L). These 
objects contain the same text to SMDAN 805 in the area cor-
responding to the head. The wooden boards used to construct 
this area are also narrower than those used elsewhere, a detail 
that was noted when estimating the width of the piece studied 
here (see above).

35 Grajetzki 2016b, pp. 42, 46; Miniaci 2011a, pp. 7−9; Taylor 
2001, pp. 222−224.

36 Dawson/Strudwick 2016, p. 86.
37 Rössler-Köhler 1979, pp. 264, 340−343; followed by Geisen 

2004a, p. 17.
38 Parkinson/Quirke 1992, p. 48.
39 CT IV, pp. 226−236; TbT 1, pp. 102−115.
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SMDAN 805 corresponds to sections 14–16 of BD 
17 (Thomas George Allen’s a9–a11)40. These de-
scribe the arrival of the deceased, who is identified 
with the creator god, to the eastern horizon, his 
address to the ancestors, and the performance of 
certain mythological and ritual actions. It is unlikely 
that this spell would have been the only one decor-
ating the interior of the coffin, but instead would 
have formed part of a larger textual sequence. A 
well attested sequence in the Theban Book of the 
Dead recension, already documented in the Second 
Intermediate Period, starts with spell BD 17, and 
continues with formulae that deal with the justi-
fication and recuperation of different parts of the 
body, and the personality of the deceased (i. e. BD 
17-18-22-23 …)41. Given how widely it was diffused, 
this may well have been the text sequence chosen 
for SMDAN 805. The pairing of BD 17 and BD 18 
derives from the Coffin Texts tradition, in which CT 
335 was often coupled with CT 338, the precedents 
of the aforementioned Book of the Dead formu-
lae42. It is possible that these and other Coffin Text 
spells were selected for the decoration of  SMDAN 
805, if its textual programme harkened back to 
Middle Kingdom patterns instead of utilising the 
new funerary corpus of the Book of the Dead.

In order to assess where this new source falls 
in the chain of funerary literature production, em-
phasis is laid on examples that were written on the 
same medium, and are of similar early date within 
the Theban Book of the Dead recension, and on the 
history of the textual transmission of spell BD 1743:

 ȃ The rectangular coffin of Queen Montuhotep 
(T4L), which has been dated to the end of the 
13th Dynasty or the beginning of the 16th or 17th 
Dynasties, and was allegedly found in Sheikh 
Abd el-Qurna. Spell BD 17 starts at the head-end 
and ends on the back of the piece44. The funerary 

40 Translations of this section of CT 335 can be found in Barguet 
1986, p. 566. For BD 17, see Allen 1974, pp. 28–29 and Quirke 
2013, p. 57.

41 Munro 1988, pp. 140−141, 145−148, 159; Munro 1995b, 
pp. 2, 11, fig. 8; Lapp 1997, pp. 36−38; Gestermann 2006, p. 
105. See also fn. 44, below.

42 Díaz-Iglesias Llanos 2014, pp. 279−281.
43 Rössler-Köhler 1979; Rössler-Köhler 1999.
44 This coffin was found in the 19th century and is now lost, but 

a facsimile of its decoration was prepared by John Gardner 
Wilkinson in 1832 (British Museum, London, EA 10553), and 
was published by Budge 1910, pls. XXXIX−XLVIII. Its interior 
bears the sequence: BD 17-18-22-23-24-25-26-43-30 A-31-
33-45-72-122-56/62-CT 362-BD 55-CT 372/373-BD 64 LV-30 
B-64 KV-119-144-CT 154. This source has been dealt with by 
Rössler-Köhler 1975; Geisen 2004a; Geisen 2004b; Gra-
jetzki 2010, pp. 46–47; Gestermann 2012, pp. 70–78.

spells are written in lines in hieratic. According to 
Ursula Rössler-Köhler, the first part of BD 17 
on the queen’s coffin follows Theban versions of 
CT 335, while the second half (from line 41, or sec-
tion 19 in Urk. V, onwards) is closer to the Book of 
the Dead tradition45;

 ȃ The fragment of a rectangular coffin of the king’s 
son and general-in-chief Herunefer, son of King 
Montuhotep and of Satmut (British Museum, 
London, EA 29997 = T5L), which dates to the 17th 
Dynasty and is said to come from Deir el-Medina. 
The only preserved funerary spell written in lines 
of hieratic corresponds to the first part of BD 17, 
which can be equated with the opening of CT 335, 
and has its closest parallel in the aforementioned 
coffin of Queen Montuhotep. The fragment prob-
ably comes from the head-end of the coffin46;

 ȃ The rishi mask of an anthropoid coffin belong-
ing to Princess Satdjehuty (Staatliches Museum 
Ägyptischer Kunst, Munich, ÄS 7163), daughter of 
Queen Tetisheri. It is of unknown provenance but 
has been dated to the late Second Intermediate 
Period. The funerary spells are written in lines of 
cursive hieroglyphs47. Although BD 17 is not pre-
served in the surviving part of the coffin, the me-
dium (an anthropoid artefact made of sycamore, 
with writing on its interior) can be regarded as a 
material parallel to SMDAN 805.

To these three documents should be added some at-
testations of the early 18th Dynasty on other  media: 
the shroud of Hatnefer, mother of Senenmut (L. 
Egyptian Museum Cairo, JE 66218, contemporary 
Hatshepsut/Thutmose III), which was found in her 
tomb at Sheikh Abd el-Qurna; and the slightly later 
burial chamber of the tomb of Nakhtmin (TT 87), 
which was built in the same area of the Theban ne-
cropolis48. These sources contain texts that still bear 
a strong resemblance to CT 335.

45 Rössler-Köhler 1975, pp. 13–14.
46 Published by Parkinson/Quirke 1992, pp. 37–51, tab. II.1–IV. 

See also Grajetzki 2010, p. 51. For the status and functions of 
king’s sons in the Second Intermediate Period, see Parkinson/
Quirke 1992, p. 49, and Miniaci 2010a.

47 Grimm/Schoske 1999, pp. 2–33. The mask bears the sequence 
BD 124-83-84-85 ///.

48 Rössler-Köhler 1979, p. 122; Rössler-Köhler 1998, 
pp. 71, 87–89. For the funerary texts of TT 87, see most re-
cently Lüscher 2013. On CT 335/BD 17 this author states that 
“die Textfassung jedoch den Sargtexten näher steht als dem 
Totenbuch” (p. 23). L. Egyptian Museum Cairo, JE 66218 was 
published by Munro 1994, pp. 27–29, pls. 24–25.
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Tr a n s l i t e r a t i o n  w i t h 
c o m m e n t a r y

What follows is a transcription of the text written 
on SMDAN 80549, with comments drawn from a 
comparison between its content, orthography, and 
palae ography and that of other versions of CT 335 
and BD 17, especially those listed above (fig. 20).

Line x+1: /// [wDA]=f r Axt{y} jAbt<t> n(y)t pt ///
CT parallels: CT IV, 226/7a [335], version of T2Be.
BD parallels: TbT 1, 102/3d−104/5a.
a) The construction m wDA=f is attested in T4L (and in a 
single Theban version of CT 335)50, though it is omit-
ted in TT 87 and L. Egyptian Museum Cairo, JE 66218, 
as well as in most witnesses of CT 335. The prepos-
itional phrase with m is substituted by xft wDA=f, in an 
early New Kingdom revision of this section51.
b) Traces of the sign Q3 ( ) or, more likely, of N1 ( ). 
The monoconsonantal signs p and t could have been 
written atop N1 in a section that is now lost.

Line x+2: /// [j]my n=j awy=Tn, jnk p[w]
CT parallels: CT IV, 228/9a−b [335].
BD parallels: TbT 1, 104/5c−d.
c) The signs underneath have been erased so thor-
oughly that the initial graphemes cannot be identi-
fied.

49 The authors are grateful to Robert Demarée for carefully 
going through the transcription, and for his input on some signs 
that were difficult to read.

50 The Vorlage used for the first part of BD 17 in T4L drew on the 
Theban tradition of CT 335 (especially on the versions attested 
in T1Be, T2Be, T3Be): Rössler-Köhler 1975, pp. 15–16. See 
also comments to line x+3 below.

51 See Rössler-Köhler 1979, p. 308 for this change.

Line x+3: /// nTrw jmyw-bAHw, ¡w ///
CT parallels: CT IV, 228/9c−230/1a [335], version of 
M8C, M7C, T1Be, T2Be, T3Be.
BD parallels: TbT 1, 108/9b−c.
d) The witnesses of the Second Intermediate Period 
and early New Kingdom do not include some parts of 
the gloss related to the jmyw-bAHw, which associate 
the ancestors with the blood falling from the phallus 
of Re (TbT 1, 106/7c–108/9b). Although some of the 
words in SMDAN 805 are lost, the space theoretic-
ally available (see above for the estimated dimen-
sions of the piece) would have not been enough to 
contain the whole passage. Therefore, this source 
is part of a funerary tradition still very much depen-
dent on CT 335.
e) There are superfluous plural strokes in the word 
jmyw, since these have been written twice, under the 
w and at the end. The full spelling of the word bAHw 
is attested neither in the versions of CT 335 collected 
by Adriaan de Buck nor in those of BD 17 assem-
bled by Günther Lapp.
f) Sources of the Second Intermediate Period and 
early New Kingdom (closely related to the tradition 
of CT 335 attested in Thebes and Meir) include the 
direct statement nn nTrw jmyw-bAH. Later sources 
rephrase this content as aHa-n xpr m nTrw jmyw-bAH 
Ra “then (in a gloss referring to the blood of Re’s 
phallus) the gods who are in the presence of Re came 
into existence”. Given the size of the object and the 
amount of text lost, it is probable that SMDAN 805 
followed the earlier tradition.

Line x+4: /// Hna jt=j &m m Xrt ///
CT parallels: CT IV, 230/1b [335].
BD parallels: TbT 1, 110/1b.
g) The version recorded in SMDAN 805 is also at-
tested in L. Egyptian Museum Cairo, JE 66218 
(though with some lacunae) and was known from CT 

Fig. 20 Transcription of the text preserved on the inner face of the coffin fragments (L. Díaz-Iglesias Llanos)
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335, whereas those in T4L and TT 87 do not include 
the name of the god Atum. Later witnesses changed 
the wording at the beginning of this passage from 
wnn Hna jt(=j) &m to wnn m-xt jt(=j) &m “who are in 
the following of (my) father Atum”52.

Line x+5: /// mH /// m-xt qtw (?)=s h[rw] ///
CT parallels: CT IV, 232/3a−b [335].
BD parallels: TbT 1, 112/3a−b.
h) The orthography of this word, if correctly inter-
preted, is not attested elsewhere. The use of the liga-
ture Möller LXIII/LVIII may be the result of a scribal 
confusion or a desire/need to use space fillers. Two 
traditions of this verb exist in CT 335: it can be ren-
dered as hqs or Xqs “steal”, “be injured” (Wb II, p. 
503,3), but is given as qAs “to bind” in T4L. Uncertain-
ties regarding the meaning of this word could explain 
its substitution for hbq (Wb II, p. 488,3−4) in BD 17. 
It is difficult to tell which of these options stood be-
hind the corrupted version of the word written by the 
scribe of SMDAN 805.

Line x+6: /// [pw]-tr r=f sw h[rw] (?) ///
CT parallels: CT IV, 234/5a [335].
BD parallels: TbT 1, 112/3d−114/5a.
i) If the sign written after the rubric is h, then the ver-
sion transmitted by SMDAN 805 would follow the 
text of T4L and a minor Middle Kingdom tradition of 
CT 335 from Meir (attested on M4C).

Line x+7: /// hrw aHA /// ¡r ///
CT parallels: CT IV, 234/5b [335].
BD parallels: TbT 1, 114/5d.

H a n d w r i t i n g ,  d a t i n g ,  a n d 
c o n t e x t u a l i z a t i o n

Before turning to the question of where the new 
witness discovered at Dra Abu el-Naga should be 
situated in the history of the textual transmission of 
CT 335/BD 17, some material aspects of its writing 
will be considered. The hand of the scribe moved 
smoothly over the stucco on SMDAN 805, and he 
was well trained in hieratic. He used black ink for 
the body of the text and red ink for the glosses. The 
width of the strokes varies between 0.05 and 0.2 cm. 
He appears to have refilled his writing tool every five 
or six signs, but in some instances the ink dried on 

52 For this change, see Rössler-Köhler 1979, p. 308.

the nib, which allows the traces left by the bristles of 
the brush to be followed. The scribe’s characteristic 
palaeographic traits include the dropping f, which 
curved slightly inwards at the end, round or sinuous 
(versus angular) outlines, and rather straight vertical 
signs that tilted slightly towards the left. Moreover, 
the scribe used two forms of the same sign for A1 
( ), G17 ( ), and G43 ( ), which are attested in 
both full and abbreviated graphemes. Only the ab-
breviated form of G1 ( ) is attested.

The closest palaeographic parallels to the text 
copied on SMDAN 805, in terms of individual signs, 
ligatures, and words53, are dated to the Second Inter-
mediate Period. These comprise: Hyksoszeit sources 
assembled by Georg Möller for his palaeography, 
including the Rhind Mathematical Papyrus, Pa-
pyrus Westcar, and Papyrus Ebers54, with which the 
coffin analysed here shares a tendency for rounded 
shapes55, and the forms of the sign Möller Nr. 397 
and the ligature XIII; the so-called Carnarvon Tab-
let, for the palaeographic resemblance of the sign 
Möller Nr. 397 and the ligature IX56; coffin T4L of 
Queen Montuhotep, with its similar writing of the 
word Hna and the sign Möller Nr. 11357; coffin T5L of 
the king’s son Herunefer, which has similarities in the 
signs Möller Nr. 113 and 192c58. These parallels point 
to a chronological horizon that matches the Second 
Intermediate Period scenario derived from studying 
the archaeological context in which SMDAN 805 was 
found, including materials retrieved next to its frag-
ments (for the shabtis of Ahhotep, see above).

With respect to the history of the transmission 
of CT 335 and BD 17, the text written on  SMDAN 
805 is very close to the Coffin Texts tradition. Un-
luckily, it breaks off before it reaches the point 
where the version copied on the coffin of Queen 
Montuhotep (T4L) changes from CT 335 into a redi
gierte Fassung. Rössler-Köhler initially associated 
this with a change of models in the copying process, 

53 The importance of comparing the palaeography of whole 
words when determining whether texts were written by a given 
scribe has been discussed by Hans van den Berg and Koen-
raad Donker van Heel (van den Berg/Donker van Heel 
2000) and by Andreas Dorn and Stéphane Polis (Dorn/
Polis 2016, pp. 69–71).

54 To the sources mentioned here should be added a group of os-
traca of late Second Intermediate Period and early 18th Dynasty 
date, found at Edfu and studied by Kathryn Bandy for her 
doctoral dissertation. Information kindly provided by Robert 
Demarée.

55 For the rounded profile of signs in the Second Intermediate 
 Period, see comments by Megally 1971, pp. 6, 9.

56 Gardiner 1916. For the mentioned signs and groups, see pl. 
XII, lines 3, 5, 11, 15.

57 Budge 1910, pl. XLIV, lines 1, 13.
58 Parkinson/Quirke 1992, p. 38.
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from one that was closer to the tradition of CT 335 to 
one that included editorial amendments or adapta-
tions characteristic of BD 1759. Partial preservation 
also means that it is hard to integrate the coffin of 
the king’s son Herunefer (T5L) into this discussion. 
While it preserves the spell’s beginning, the text is 
interrupted at the passage where the source dis-
cussed here starts. Therefore, it cannot be deter-
mined whether the coffin of Herunefer and SMDAN 
805 followed archaizing traditions in their entirety, 
in a cultural framework in which a full CT 335 Vor
lage remained in use until the reign of Thutmose III 
to produce the decoration of the burial chamber of 
TT 87 and of the shroud L. Egyptian Museum Cairo, 
JE 66218. An alternative, which could be envisaged 
if the missing sections of T5L and SMDAN 805 once 
displayed similar changes to the coffin of Queen 
Montuhotep (T4L), would be the hypothesis at first 
advanced by Rössler-Köhler, but which she later  
discarded60, that an early version of BD 17 once 
 existed in which the first part of the spell still fol-
lowed models of the Middle Kingdom (= CT 335)61. 
This scholar also suggested that the phrasing of this 
Book of the Dead chapter had been revised and en-
hanced by the early 18th Dynasty62, conceiving a two-
step process involving the gradual incorporation of 
editorial changes that ultimately affected the first 
part of the text as well. There are early witnesses to 
an 18th Dynasty revision of BD 17 that fully incorpor-
ated the changes to the first section of the spell: the 
shroud of Amenemwesekhet, found at the Queen’s 
Valley and dated to the early 18th Dynasty, from the 
reign of Ahmose to before that of Thutmose III (L. 
Egyptian Museum Cairo, OAE 325 and 343)63; and 
the papyrus of Ahmes, which has been dated to a 
 period before Thutmose III and which allegedly came 
from Thebes (pLouvre E. 11085)64. Should new frag-
ments of the coffin SMDAN 805 be found in future 

59 Rössler-Köhler 1975, pp. 14–15; Rössler-Köhler 1979, 
pp. 125, 264. See also fn. 44–45 above.

60 Rössler-Köhler 1975, pp. 13–14.
61 Unfortunately, other sources of the late 17th or early 18th Dyn-

asty, which could have substantiated this hypothesis, are also in 
a poor state of preservation and/or have only transmitted parts 
of the second half of the spell. According to the Totenbuch
projekt database, these sources are: the shroud L. Turin Cat. 
63004 (T3) + L. Uppsala without no., belonging to the king’s 
son Ahmes and of late 17th Dynasty date (Ronsecco 1996, 
pp. 167–185, pls. LXXXII–LXXXIX); the papyrus pLondon UC 
55720.1 (Totenbuchprojekt, TM 134796, <totenbuch.awk.nrw.
de/objekt/tm134796>, last access 26.06.2019).

62 Coinciding with Vorlage-ß of Rössler-Köhler 1999, pp. 64, 
69–70, dated to the reign of Ahmose/Amenhotep I.

63 Franco 1988, pp. 77–82, figs. 3–4. See also Rössler-Köhler 
1999, pp. 9−10, 63−64.

64 Munro 1995a. See also Rössler-Köhler 1999, p. 11.

fieldwork, hypotheses concerning the early history 
of BD 17 could be refined.

The name of the owner of the inscribed coffin 
SMDAN 805 has not been preserved. However, the 
sociological profile shared by the owners of most early 
Book of the Dead sources was, in words of  Louise 
Gestermann, “die Nutzerschicht: Sie enstammt 
dem königlichen Umfeld”, including “Angehörige des 
Könighauses als auch um solche Personen, die ihm 
nahegestanden haben”65. Given that the fragments 
were found in a shaft that contained artefacts be-
longing to the king’s son Intefmose and the dignitary 
and “mouthpiece of Nekhen” Ahhotep, it is possible 
that the coffin was part of the burial assemblage of 
one of these two highly positioned individuals.

Like the coffins of Queen Montuhotep and the 
king’s son Herunefer, SMDAN 805 can be regarded 
as a source at the threshold between Middle and 
New Kingdom traditions of funerary literary pro-
duction66. This new attestation of funerary texts on 
a coffin shares several features with the mentioned 
witnesses, such as the medium, the script (hori-
zontal lines of hieratic), and a Theban origin. At 
some point during the Second Intermediate Period, 
 Thebes became the centre of the royal court and the 
burial ground for members of the royal family and 
their courtiers67. This situation stimulated the col-
lection and revision of old funerary spells, and the 
inception of new ones. The custom of writing reli-
gious texts on the interior sides of coffins “(re?)-ap-
pears again in southern Egypt after a period in 
which they were temporarily absent in the surviving 
sources”68. It seems probable that SMDAN 805 also 
shared the textual tradition and social milieu with 
the earliest known transitional documents, includ-
ing those of Montuhotep and Herunefer. This sug-
gestion is based on the hypotheses presented here 
that CT 335/BD 17 was written on an area close to 
the head of the coffin, that it was part of a meaning-
ful and codified arrangement of spells (perhaps as 
the first element of a long sequence), and that the 
coffin belonged to a high official or a member of the 
royal family. It was, however, a short-lived tradition, 
because the practice of copying texts on the sides 

65 Gestermann 2006, p. 103.
66 The coffin of Queen Montuhotep has been described as “Eine 

Station in einer längeren Findung hin zum Totenbuch” (Ges-
termann 2012, p. 72). A comment on the coffin of the king’s 
son Herunefer states: “in the absence of the original queen 
Montuhotep coffin and lack of text on the Inyotef linen, the 
Herunefer fragment acquires a special place in the surviving 
record as the sole BD survivor earlier than the late 17th to early 
18th Dynasty shrouds” (Parkinson/Quirke 1992, p. 48).

67 To the works quoted in fn. 1–3 above, add Miniaci 2011b.
68 Miniaci 2011b, p. 238.
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and lids of anthropoid coffins does not seem to have 
endured. Material reasons, i. e. the difficulty of in-
scribing these curving and irregular surfaces69, could 
have led to the abandonment of the practice, and a 
preference for other media such as shrouds, papyri, 
and tomb walls.
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